
Teachers report that children appear 
more secure and confident and more 
engaged in the learning process.

Research indicates that students in 
integrated programs achieve as well 
academically as those children in 
traditional segregated programs.

Research has also shown that children 
in integrated programs demonstrate 
higher levels of self-esteem, of 
willingness to take risks, and of 
problem-solving abilities.

The kindergarten Program is designed to 
be a two year program.  Skills and 
content are reintroduced and extended 
over the two years.  Each time learners 
of all ages encounter a similar topic, they 
do so with a more complex level of 
understanding, building on what they 
already know.

All learners gain from sharing their 
knowledge and skills with others, and 
confidence in their learning by doing so.

Teachers  plan activities and learning 
experiences that will challenge all 
children.

“In my opinion, there is no other way to 
provide an Early Years program than 
integrating the junior and senior kindergarten 
children.  The children benefit 
tremendously…..they feel safe, comfortable, 
they know what to expect and what is expected 
of them, and with this as a foundation, have the 
freedom to develop at their own rate and reach 
their highest potential as learners.”

“In  a community where much of the student 
and family population are English Language 
Learners, the integrated program is 
exceptional.  Often a junior student can be 
linked with a senior student who knows their 
home language, and will help them feel 
comfortable and succeed in following the 
routines and knowing what is expected during 
different times of the day.”

“I have found that the Senior Kindergarten 
students take a leadership role sooner by 
helping, modeling at different centres and 
during circle time.  It is an easier transition for 
some students.”

“An integrated kindergarten program expects 
and celebrates individual differences.  It reflects 
the real life learning opportunities that are 
present in a family with a range of ages, 
sharing of tasks, and cooperation amongst 
group members.”  
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What are the benefits of an 
integrated program for an 

older child?

Is there duplication for the
older children?  No.

Parents Ask:
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