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Although teaching French Second Language (FSL) can be perceived as challenging, it has been nothing short of artistically 
creative in my classroom. Can you imagine your FSL class embracing the French culture by creating a sparkly Eiffel tower 

on a Monday morning? Or perhaps a digitally re-created picture of the Emperor Napoleon for a French Café where students and 
community members alike engage in oral comprehension! L’art, la culture, le cinéma and at times gardening are all daily 
motivators that engage my students in authentic learning as well as oral proficiency in French. Teaching a second language, any 
language, can become difficult when you are faced with socio-economical, learning disabilities and/or any other challenges that 
the student may face before attending your second language lesson. Since learning a second language takes persistence, time 
and patience, it may seem like a daunting task for both student and educator. In order to help eliminate these misconceptions and 
create the harmonious and creative classroom that language acquisition can be, an engaging program that fosters leadership 
and individuality, while celebrating the language and its fascinating culture, needs to be cultivated. I am currently educating at 
Eastwood Public School in Windsor, Ontario, which is a multicultural community of students  from low to middle-income families, 
Canadian born and newcomers to Canada, who at one time loathed learning a second language. However, with a little glitter, art 
and culture, the past two years have established a new threshold of motivated second language learners. 

I have been incorporating the arts and/or any subject in my FSL 
classroom as a little glue. Some science and French culture 
can be the best remedy to any FSL or FI program. By allowing 
your students to create their own vision of the French language 
through artistic creativity and cross-curricular lessons such as 
science, language arts and even physical education, we give our 
students the freedom to build a passion for learning as well as 
expose them to the cultural yet inquisitive aspect of a language. 
This unique concept towards learning a second language through 
the use of hands-on activity like creating a garden or building 
a hockey rink with a shoe box gives students an opportunity to 
develop their language skills in an authentic way. It also promotes 
the gradual release of responsibility since the student must create 
and explain his/her learning in the second language. Activities 
such as these have been yielding encouraging results for all 
learners and encourage our English Language Learning (ELL) 
and Special Education students since the activities are oral, visual 
and kinesthetic. 

Becoming an educator gave me the opportunity to plant a seed for 
learning, creativity and culture in my students’ minds and hands 
through this method of teaching. The lessons that I prepare for 
my students allow them to learn in a healthy, happy and whole 
environment that embraces the French speaking world as well 
as strengthens cross-curricular learning. Since the depth of 
second language acquisition cannot be contained and creativity 
is essential to progress, we as educators need to consider the 
tools we use to create lifelong language learners. The perception 
that French is a subject on its own is not present in my classroom 
or school community. As a second language educator, I believe 
we should pride ourselves in teaching the cultural beauty of the 
French language whether it is from Canada, Europe or any of the 
33 French speaking countries.

In some cases, my role as the educator goes beyond the 
classroom as I facilitate a lifestyle that requires the student to 
transform their once self-seeking beliefs and embrace the school 
community, their peers and more importantly a new mindset 
towards the acquisition of a second language. In my FSL class 
we (the student’s and I) are constantly finding ways to 
incorporate art, geography and more into our lesson’s while using 
French culture and French history.  

The more engaging and active the lesson, the more your students 
will embrace their own learning and use your teaching as a guide 
while they create a French that they can and want to understand. 
I have found that students enjoy activities which are hands-on 
and allow all FSL leaners the liberty to learn at their own pace. 
Activities, such as those mentioned here, appeal to the visual, 
kinesthetic and auditory learner as well as to the ELL and Special 
Education French student. 

Not only can this artistic method of learning benefit our FSL or 
FI students, we can create  harmonized lesson plans with our 
colleagues as well as leadership opportunities in our school 
community. All of these methods create a positive learning 
environment for our second language students. Some students 
have difficulties learning a second language and/or following the 
program that is being taught. By giving our FSL or FI students the 
opportunity to be creative, we allow them to lead their learning 
environment, create an individualized space for language 
acquisition as well as promote the discovery of language through 
art or any other subject that is of  interest to the students. §§§

The Culturally French Scientist . . .
By: Natasha E. Feghali
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These are two pictures 
of my grade 6 students’ 
recent projects on 
sports. The students 
were asked to recreate 
a sports complex or 
sell a sports complex 
using shoe boxes as 
the model. The students 
needed to make a 
poster, create their 
complex and prepare for 
an oral presentation, all 
in French. 

This picture is an example of a cross 
curricular projects that my grade 
4 students created. We planted 
seeds to create trees that we then 
transplanted to the school yard 
to build a small eco system. We 
planted our trees in the fall (hence 
the theme) and watched them 
grow by taking daily anecdotal and 
hypothesis data.

This picture is part of a French Market that I will be 
creating with my grade 4 students. The students 
are being asked to create a fruit and vegetable 
kiosk's where we will invite our community 
members in to discuss what is in our baskets with 
them; all will be done in French.
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